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January 2,2008 

TO: Each Health Deputy ,--, f7 

FROM: Jonathan E. Freedm 
Acting Chief Deputy 

SUBJECT: INFORMATION ON CHILDREN'S HEALTH COVERAGE OUTREACH AND 
ENROLLMENT ACTMTIES  

This is to provide you with information requested at the December 12, 2007 Agenda Review Meeting 
regarding Children's Health Coverage Outreach and Enrollment Activities. 

Background 

Los Angeles County has contracted with community-based agencies, the cities of Long Beach and 
Pasadena, Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) and the Los Angeles County Office of 
Education (LACOE) to provide children's health coverage outreach and enrollment activities to the 
uninsured population under various funding sources since January 1999. The funding sources over the 
years have included Medi-Cal outreach funds, State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) funds, 
Long-Term Family Self-sufficiency (LTFSS) funds, the State Outreach Enrollment Retention and 
Utilization (OERU) Project and First 5 LA. First 5 LA is the only source of funding currently available 
for these activities. 

State Outreach, Enrollment. Retention and Utilization (OERU) Funds 

The California Department of Health Services (CDHS) awarded Los Angeles County $25.8 million in 
OERU funds for outreach and enrollment efforts to enroll eligible children in health care plans. 
Subsequent subcontracts with community-based agencies were approved by the State on April 9,2007. 
Los Angeles County's allocation was $6,140,508 for fiscal year 2006-07 and $9,820,764 annually for 
fiscal years 2007-08 and 2008-09. The budget signed by the Governor on August 24,2007 eliminated the 
OERU funding for fiscal year 2007-08, resulting in $1.9 million in costs which the County had already 
incurred for services provided by contractors until the termination of the contracts in September 2007. 



Each Health Deputy 
January 2,2008 
Page 2 

Current Funding 

The Department of Public Health (DPH) receives $4.6 million per fiscal year ($27 million over a six-year 
grant period) in funding from First 5 LA for outreach and enrollment services related to the Healthy Kids 
program. Healthy Kids is a program for Los Angeles County residents that covers children up to 300% of 
the Federal Poverty Level (FPL), including undocumented children. The program is financed by First 5 
LA for children ages 0-5, and local foundations have provided funds for coverage of children ages 6-1 8. 
However, due to funding shortfalls, there is currently a freeze on enrollment for children ages 6-1 8. The 
term of the DPHIFirst 5 LA contract is July 1,2003 through June 30,2009. DPH utilizes these funds to 
subcontract with 15 agencies for outreach, enrollment, utilization and retention services to uninsured 
families in Los Angeles County. The target population is uninsured children ages 0-5 years, but 
contracted agencies assist family members of all ages. 

The attached spreadsheet includes the list of agencies (Attachment l), funding amounts and target 
application/enrollment numbers (Attachment 2) for the current First 5 LAmealthy Kids Project and the 
now defunct OERU Project. Many of the agencies had contracts with DPH for both the Healthy Kids and 
OERU Projects. It should be noted that the number of applications submitted is not the only goal of the 
program; each agency has a scope of work that includes 12 objectives including outreach services 
provided, applications submitted, enrollments confirmed, and assistance with client utilization and 
retention problems. 

Children with Health Coverage in Los Angeles County 

Of the 202,000 uninsured children in Los Angeles County, 87,000 or 43.1% are potentially eligible for 
Medi-Cal; 33,000 or 16.4% are potentially eligible for Healthy Families and 82,000 or 40.6% are not 
eligible for full-scope Medi-Cal or Healthy Families. Healthy Families is the California health care plan 
that is part of the federal State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). Healthy Families covers 
documented children up to 250% FPL. Medi-Cal covers documented children up to 133% FPL. The 
following chart outlines the health coverage status of children in the County from the 2005 California 
Health Interview Survey. 

Medi-Cal 
Healthy Families 

I I 

1 Uninsured 1 202.000 / 6.9% 1 

I 

1,038,000 1 35.2% 

Private and employment-based . . I I 

184,000 

1,484,000 1 50.3% 

Other public 

Many of the uninsured children ages 0-5 that are not eligible for Medi-Cal or Healthy Families are 
eligible for Healthy Kids and children ages 6-18 would be eligible if the program did not currently have a 
freeze on enrollment due to funding shortages. The same children may be eligible for Limited-Scope 
Medi-Cal (Emergency Medi-Cal). They may also be eligible for referral to the State's Child Health and 
Disability Prevention Program (CHDP), which allows children to be referred to physicians for well-child 
exams and preventative visits, or they may access Los Angeles County Department of Health Services 
(DHS) safety net programs. 

6.2% 

40,000 1 1.4% 

I I 

Total 2,948,000 / 100.00% 
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The graph below illustrates the drop from 17.5% to 9.4% in the uninsured rate for Los Angeles County 
children ages e l 8  in families with incomes less than 300% FPL between 2001 and 2005. The uninsured 
rate of the target population for the First 5 LA grant, children ages &5, fell from 11 . l% to 7% between 
2001 and 2005. For children ages 6-18, the uninsured rate was 20.5% in 2001 and fell to 10.5% by 2005. 
While the entire decrease in the uninsured rate cannot necessarily be attributed to the outreach and 
enrollment efforts of our contracted agencies, we know that the 100,000 applications submitted for 
uninsured families by these agencies have greatly supported this decrease. 

Uninsured Rate AmongChildren* Age 0 - 18 
Los Angeles, CA 2001 - 2005 

L 

Evaluation of Enrollment Activity 

The progress of our current program is tracked through both CEO-sponsored performance measurement 
programs (e.g., Children and Families Budget, Performance Counts!), and the DPH Public Health 
Measuves performance improvement initiative. Each contracted agency is audited and monitored 
annually to ensure the validity of the application/enrollment data. Collaboration between the Urban 
Institute, the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) and the University of Southern California 
(USC) provides an ongoing comprehensive evaluation of the Healthy Kids outreach and enrollment 
project and issues annual reports. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please let me know or contact Cindy Harding at 
(213) 639-6400. 

Attachments 

c : Jonathan E. Fielding, M.D., M.P.H. 
Sheila Shima 
Richard Mason 



Anachment 1 

Children's Health Outreach Initiative 
Annual Budgets for Healthy Kids and OERU Projects 

d Child Health Access $350,000 $ 147 077 
Kennedy Institute $ - $ 98,634 

123 I**Workslte Wellness LA $ - $ 229.623 
"Maternal & Ch~ld Health Access 
Train~ng) $ - $ 350.000 

287,500 $ 350,000 

Agencles Ihar have c ~ n e n t  conlracrs wln Firs 5 Wnealthy Xias Pro ecr 

" Agencies that have current subwntract through the First SWHealthy Kids Project 



Attachment 2 

Children's Health Outreach lnitiative 
Application Enrollment Goals Reached by Contractors" 

26,000 1 34,459 I n/a I nla I 

Healthy Kids Program 
($4.6 million Annual Budget) 

TOTAL: I 134,404 I 

Application Goal 

26,000 

State OERU Project 
($6.2 million for FY 06/07; $9.8 million for FY 07/08) 

26,000 

26,000 

To Be Determined 

TOTAL: I 

Target Reached 

29,611 

Application Goal 

nla 

* Data gathered from the Children's Health Outreach Initiative Data System 

Target Reached 

nla 

26,950 

11,352 
'As of December 1 I .  2007 

To Be Determined 

5,000 

25,000 

No Funds 

3,201' 
*April407 - June '07 

3,526" 
-July '07- September '07 

No Funds 


